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Appointment of Special Assistant to
the President and Deputy Press
Secretary
December 14, 1993

The President announced today that he
has appointed Ginny Terzano to be Special
Assistant to the President and Deputy White
House Press Secretary. The appointment is
effective January 1.

‘‘The perspective that comes with Ginny’s
experience in the media and as a spokes-
woman will make her a strong addition to
our communications team,’’ said the Presi-
dent. ‘‘I look forward to her joining us here
at the White House.’’

NOTE: A biography of the appointee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Proclamation 6639—National
Firefighters Day, 1993
December 14, 1993

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
This year our Nation’s firefighters will re-

spond to more than 2,300,000 fires and
8,700,000 additional emergencies. They will,
as they do every year, save thousands of lives
and millions of dollars worth of property
through their dedicated efforts. Their job is,
by far, one of the Nation’s most dangerous,
and their sacrifices are many.

In an average year, 110 firefighters are
killed in the line of duty. Fully 50 percent
of all firefighters are injured in valiant service
each year. Although the work of these brave
men and women is not often adequately rec-
ognized, they are quite often the very first
people we can expect to respond—day or
night—when the safety of our lives or our
homes is in jeopardy.

At a time when our Nation is rededicating
itself to the idea of caring for others, it is
important that we recognize those who daily

risk—and sometimes forfeit—their lives to
help their fellow Americans. Our Nation of-
fers special thanks to its firefighters on De-
cember 15th, ‘‘National Firefighters Day.’’
Let this be a day to remember the men and
women who protect us and who have given
their lives in the line of duty. They all are
heroes. By honoring them, we pay special
tribute to the spirit of community and unself-
ishness that is such an integral part of their
character. Firefighters are inspirational ex-
amples for all of us and are worthy of our
highest praise for their tireless devotion to
fulfilling their sacred responsibilities to soci-
ety.

Let us also thank the generous members
of the many organizations that constantly
work toward the mutual goals of firefighter
health and safety.

To enhance public awareness of the cour-
age and supreme devotion of our Nation’s
firefighters, the Congress, by House Joint
Resolution 272, has designated December
15, 1993, as National Firefighters Day, and
has authorized and requested the President
to issue a proclamation in observance of this
occasion.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim December 15, 1993, as
National Firefighters Day. I call upon all
public officials and the people of the United
States to observe this day with appropriate
programs, ceremonies, and activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fourteenth day of December,
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred
and ninety-three, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hun-
dred and eighteenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
2:01 p.m., December 15, 1993]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on December 15, and
it was published in the Federal Register on De-
cember 17.
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The President’s News Conference
December 15, 1993

GATT
The President. With that introduction, la-

dies and gentlemen, I am pleased to an-
nounce that the United States today, as you
know, concluded negotiations with over 110
other nations on the most comprehensive
trade agreement in history. This agreement
eliminates barriers to United States goods
and services around the world. It means new
opportunities, more jobs, and higher in-
comes. And it cements our position of leader-
ship in the new global economy.

This GATT agreement advances the vision
of economic renewal that I set out when I
took the oath of office. The first task in pur-
suing that vision was to get our economic
house in order. The economic plan which
passed earlier this year has resulted in lower
interest rates, lower inflation, booming home
construction, and the creation of more pri-
vate sector jobs in this year than in the pre-
vious 4 years, and the highest level of con-
sumer confidence now in 17 years.

But our renewal also depends on engaging
actively with other nations to boost world-
wide economic growth and to open markets
to our goods and services. No wealthy coun-
try in the world today can hope to increase
jobs and raise incomes unless there are more
customers for its goods and services. Just
since the Fourth of July, our administration
has taken several major steps toward that
goal. First, at the Tokyo G–7 summit we se-
cured a market opening agreement among
the major economies that breathed new life
into these world trade talks. In November
the Congress passed the North American
Free Trade Agreement, which creates the
world’s largest free trade area. In the first-
ever meeting of the Asia Pacific economic
leaders in Seattle, we strengthened our ties
to the world’s fastest growing region. Now,
after negotiations that have spanned 7 years
and three U.S. administrations, we have se-
cured a new GATT agreement. I have said
repeatedly that I would not accept a bad
agreement simply for the sake of getting one.
I made clear that the final product had to
serve our Nation’s interests.

This agreement did not accomplish every-
thing we wanted. That has been well docu-
mented. And we must continue to fight for
more open markets for entertainment, for in-
surance, for banking, and for other indus-
tries. But today’s GATT accord does meet
the test of a good agreement for three rea-
sons.

First, this new agreement will foster more
jobs and more incomes in America by foster-
ing an export boom. At its core, it simply
cuts tariffs, the taxes charged by foreign na-
tions on American products in 8,000 different
areas, on average by one-third. By sparking
global growth, it is estimated that this agree-
ment can add as much as $100 to $200 billion
per year to our economy once it is fully
phased in. It will create hundreds of thou-
sands of good-paying American jobs.

Second, this agreement sharpens our com-
petitive edge in areas of United States
strength. Under this agreement, free and fair
rules of trade will apply for the first time
not only to goods but to trade in services
and intellectual property. This will help us
to stop other nations from discriminating
against world-class American businesses in
such industries as computer services, con-
struction, engineering, and architecture. And
it will crack down on piracy against the fruits
of American innovation, which today is cost-
ing United States firms $60 billion a year,
about one percent of our total gross domestic
products.

Finally, it does these things while preserv-
ing our ability to retaliate against unfair trade
practices and our right to set strong environ-
mental and consumer protection standards
for economic activity here in the United
States. That’s why I believe this new GATT
is good for America.

Over the coming years, we have a solemn
obligation to ensure that its benefits are
broadly shared among all the American peo-
ple. We must ensure that working men and
women have the skills, the training, the edu-
cation to compete and win under these new
rules. Our Nation’s gains must be their gains.
Next year we will be working harder on that.

Because this agreement will benefit our
people and because it meets our standards
of success, I’ve decided to notify the Con-
gress today of my intention to sign this agree-
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